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Personal Financial Disclosure 

Statement 
1. What is a Personal Financial Disclosure Statement (PFDS)? A statement of a person’s financial 

interests for the preceding calendar year filed by candidates and elected officials. 

2. Who files the PFDS? All candidates who are seeking a state and statewide office file a PFDS, as 

well as all state, statewide, and local elected officials during their term of office. 

3. Are County and Municipal level candidates required to file a PFDS? County and municipal 

candidates running for re-election are required to file the PFDS when they qualify for office. 

County and municipal candidates qualifying for office who are not current elected officials ARE 

NOT required to file a PFDS when qualifying for office. 

4. When is the PFDS due? State and statewide non-partisan candidates (e.g. Justices of the 

Supreme Court) have to file the PFDS within 15 days of qualifying for office. Statewide partisan 

candidates (e.g. Governor) have to file the PFDS within 7 days of qualifying for office. They are 

not exempt from filing the PFDS. County and municipal candidates that are current elected 

officials file the PFDS within 15 days of qualifying for office. During non-election years, all 

elected officials are required to file the PFDS anytime between January 1st and July 1st.  

5. Where is the PFDS filed? State and statewide filers file their PFDS electronically with the 

Commission. County and municipal filers file their PFDS with their Local Filing Officer. If the Local 

Filing Officer has a way for county and municipal filers to file electronically, electronic filing is 

permissible. If not, then county and municipal filers willphyiscally file the PFDS with the Local 

Filing Officer. 

6. Does the Local Filing Officer send a copy of the PFDS to the Commission? Yes. By law, Local 

Filing Officers are required to transmit a copy of the PFDS to the Commission no later than 30 

days after the close of the reporting period. See O.C.G.A. 21-5-50(a)(3.1) 

7. Does the PFDS have to be notarized? No. There is no legal requirement that requires the PFDS 

to be notarized. 

8. Do I need a pin application to file the PFDS? No, a pin application is not required to file the 

PFDS. 

9. Where is the PFDS located on the website for local filers? That document is located here 

http://ethics.ga.gov/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/2014-PFD-Personal-Financial-Disclosure-

Statement_writable.pdf.  

10. I was appointed to public office. Do I have to file the PFDS? Yes. All persons appointed to an 

elected public office must file a PFDS which covers the calendar year in which they assumed 

office.  Note that each PFDS covers the prior calendar year (e.g. a 2021 PFDS covers calendear 

year 2020). Thus, if a person is appointed to the Supeiror Court in 2020, their first PFDS will be 

due in 2021 if they are not in an immediate election year. If a person is appointed to the 
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Superior Court in 2020 and immiediately qualifies for re-election in 2020, their first PFDS will be 

due in 2020. 

11. Detailed Explanation of the PFDS for Local Filers:  

Local filers who ARE NOT incumbents and qualify for office, ARE NOT required to file the Personal 

Financial Disclosure Statement. Please see below for a breakdown of the law that exempts them from 

filing the Personal Financial Disclosure Statement: 

If you read O.C.G.A. § 21-5-50(a):  This section of the code pertains to STATE LEVEL filers only. 
- (a) (1)  Except as modified in subsection (c) of this Code section with respect to candidates for state-wide elected 

public office, each public officer, as defined in subparagraphs (A) through (D) of paragraph (22) of Code Section 21-5-
3, shall file with the commission not before the first day of January nor later than July 1 of each year in which such 
public officer holds office other than an election year a financial disclosure statement for the preceding calendar year; 
and each person who qualifies as a candidate for election as a public officer, as defined in subparagraphs (A) through 
(D) of paragraph (22) of Code Section 21-5-3, shall file with the commission, no later than the fifteenth day following 
the date of qualifying as a candidate, a financial disclosure statement for the preceding calendar year. 

o The highlighted portion of the above code section is left out of the section that refers to local 
level filers listed below. 

If you read O.C.G.A. § 21-5-50(a)(3.1):  This section of the code pertains to LOCAL LEVEL filers only. 
- “(3.1)  A public officer, as defined in subparagraphs (F) and (G) of paragraph (22) of Code Section 21-5-3, shall make 

filings of the same kind and in the same manner as provided in paragraph (1) of this subsection for other public 
officers except that filings under this paragraph shall be made with the election superintendent of the county in the 
case of public officers as defined in said subparagraph (F) and shall be made with the municipal clerk in the 
municipality of election or, if there is no clerk, with the chief executive officer of the municipality in the case of public 
officers as defined in said subparagraph (G)…” 

o Nowhere in this part of the code does it reference a candidate for public office as defined in 
paragraph (a)(1). It ONLY mentions that a public officer, which is the incumbent, is required to 
file the personal financial disclosure statement. 

If you read O.C.G.A. § 21-5-3(22):  This section defines what a public officer is and there is no mention of a 
“candidate.” 

- (22)  "Public officer" means: 
o (F)  Every elected county official and every elected member of a local board of education; and 
o (G)  Every elected municipal official. 

 

 


